LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
month, instructions were issued for a Commission in
Scotland to consider what improvements could be effected
there and a sub-committee was appointed, on which Lord
Redesdale also sat. Their work resulted in the production
of a voluminous report in which they discussed at length
the causes which produced the accumulation of arrears.
They found that the number of Appeals from Scotland
were among the chief causes, and that besides being more
numerous they also occupied a larger share of the time.
The suggestions made met with considerable opposition
in the House of Commons, where a strong appeal was
made by Mr. Brougham for the final jurisdiction of the
Lord Chancellor in Scotch cases. The professional men of
Scotland, he said, had the highest confidence in the learn-
ing, skill and integrity of Lord Eldon, with whom he
coupled Lord Redesdale, "whose attention to subjects of
appeal was unremitting. Nothing therefore, could be less
satisfactory to the Scotch than to be deprived of the
advantage of having their causes determined by individuals
of such high station and character." The Committee also
proposed the allotment of five days a week instead of three
to die hearing of appeals and enforcing the attendance of
the necessary number of peers.   The last suggestion was
necessary, as the peers found the work uninteresting and
it was difficult to get them to attend. The Lord Chancellor
humorously criticized their conduct in this respect in a
letter to his daughter:
"This afternoon was employed in balloting for lords to
attend the Scotch causes as long as they should endure this
session. It was amazing, in counting and calling them over,
how many, looking fresh and lively, excused themselves
as over seventy; how many, who looked rosy and well,
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